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Since the Communist Manifesto

ONE   HUNDRED  YEARS   HAVE   PASSED  SINCE  THE   COMMUNIST

Manifesto was issued to herald the age of proletarian
revolution. It invoked the spectre of Communisia
stalking over Europe, striking terror in the heart of the
bourgeoisie, still in the process of rising. Hardly a
realistic picture then, ironically enough, it is, in a way,
true to-day. Heralded as the salvation of the civilised
world, tortured and tormented hy capitalist exploitation,
Communism, in practice, has come to be a spectre, terri-
fying not only the bourgeoisie;.it is causing grave mis-
givings even amongst the progressive forces of the
modern world, r.iio feel very keenly the urgent need for
a radical readjustment of political and economic rela-
tions, but at the same time cherish cultural values as
the most precious heritage of humanity, not to be care-
lessly, if not callously, lost in the stormy sea of a social
revolution.

Is it an irony of history or an irony of fate? What-
ever it may be, it is due to the fact that the era of prole-
tarian revolution, heralded a century ago with so much
fanfare and prophetic confidence, never came. Nearly
three-quarters of a century lapsed before the confidently
expected revolution took place in one country, more or